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but I avoided it. There is nothing to prevent me save my prudence
or weakness from going without permission into the barracks and
being arrested for trespass. I certainly believe the barracks to be
the nation's property and not that of a Government which I no
longer recognize as representative of the people. Thus there is an
apparent inconsistency between the statement on the one hand
that it is painful to remain outside the prison walls under a bad
Government and this deliberate avoidance on the other hand of
arrest upon grounds which are not strictly moral but largely expe-
dient. We thus avoid imprisonment, because first, we think that
the nation is not ready for complete civil revolt, secondly, we think
that the atmosphere of voluntary obedience and non-violence has
not been firmly established, and thirdly, we have not done any
constructive corporate work to inspire self-confidence. We there-
fore refrain from offering civil disobedience amounting to peace-
ful rebellion, but court imprisonment merely in the ordinary pur-
suit of our programme and in defence of complete freedom of opi-
nion and action short of revolt.
Thus it is clear that our remaining outside the jails of a bad
Government has to be justified upon very exceptional grounds, and
that our swaraj is attained when we are in jail or when we have
bent the Government to our will. Whether therefore the Govern-
ment feel embarrassed or happy over our incarceration, the only
safe and honourable place for us is the prison. And if this posi-
tion be accepted, it follows that when imprisonment comes to us
in the ordinary discharge of our duty, we must feel happy because
we feel stronger, because we pay the price of due performance
of duty. And if exhibition of real strength is the best propaganda,
we must believe that every imprisonment strengthens the people
and thus brings swaraj nearer.
SOMETHING STRIKING
But friends whisper into my ears, we must do something strik-
ing when the Prince comes. Certainly not for the sake of im-
pressing him, certainly not for the sake of demonstration. But I
would use the occasion of his imposed visit for stimulating us into
greater activity. That would constitute the most glorious im-
pression upon the Prince and the world, because we would have
made an impression upon ourselves. The shortest way to swaraj
lies through self-impression, self-expression and self-reliance,
both corporate and individual. I would certainly love the idea
of filling the jails before the Prince arrives, but I see no way to it
except after very vigorous swadeshi. There is great progress un-